Week 2: Guard the Truth
Sermon Series: Faithful to the Finish

Key Verses: 2 Peter 2:1-22
Speaker: Dr. Justin Hardcastle

Big Idea: In a world full of deception, believers must cling to God’s Word and be alert.

Second Peter is one of the final letters the Apostle Peter wrote before his death.
And Peter reminds us that the Christian life is not just about starting well.

Recognize Teaching

» Read: 2 Peter 2:1-3. Notice what Peter says. He does not say there might be
false teachers. He says there will be false teachers. Peter says these false
teachers will secretly introduce destructive heresies.

e Read: 1 John 4:1. We are called to test the spirits.

» First, ask: Does it diminish Jesus? True teaching exalts Christ.

e Second, ask: Does it twist grace into permission? True grace leads us out
of sin.

« Third, ask: Does it twist Scripture? You need to know the truth deeply

enough that when something false comes along, something in your spirit
says, “That does not line up with the Word.”

Remember God’s

e Read: 2 Peter 2:4-10. Peter reminds us that God is not blind. Peter is
reminding us that God takes rebellion seriously.

» But in the middle of this warning, Peter gives a word of hope.
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e Read: 2 Peter 2:9. That means God is perfectly just. Peter is warning the
church because false teaching does not just affect ideas. What we believe
shapes how we live.

Stay Anchored In The

e Read: 2 Peter 2:17-19. Peter describes false teachers as springs without
water. But Jesus said the truth will set you free. And God has given us His
truth in His Word.

* Read: Psalm 119:105

* Read: 2 Timothy 3:16-17. If we are going to guard the truth, we have to
stay anchored in the Word.

This Weeks Challenge:

o Spend 10 to 15 minutes each day in Scripture. Start by rereading 2 Peter
1 and 2. Read slowly. Underline what stands out.

» Ask honest questions. Pray, “Holy Spirit, show me what is true. Show
me where I need to grow. Show me anything false I have believed.”

What Is God Speaking to me today?:
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